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T
his month’s Commu-
nity Luncheon will 
be centered around 
a topic near and 

dear to the Cullman Area 
Chamber of Commerce: 
Thinking local.

Guest speaker Melissa 
Warnke with the Ala-

bama Re-
tail Associ-
ation will 
emphasize 
that very 
mindset 
when she 
stops by 
the All 
Steak 
Restaurant 
on Friday, 
March 16 
from 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. 
Per usual, 
the Lun-
cheon will 
be held in 
the ban-
quet room 

and feature a delectable 
meal and ample network-
ing opportunities. 

This month, it’ll also 
include a special pre-
sentation. Keeping with 
the event’s theme, the 
Chamber will unveil its 
“Think Local” campaign, 
a carefully thought-out 
marketing strategy en-
couraging area businesses 
and citizens to think local 
in everything they do — 
shopping, dining, living, 
giving and job creation. 
Seven logos representing 
these aspects and others 

have been designed and 
will soon be distributed 
as eye-catching window 
clings so Chamber mem-
bers and the public can 
easily show their support 
for the “Think Local” 
movement. 

Ms. Warnke is a Cullman 
native and 2009 Auburn 
University graduate with 
a degree in mass commu-
nications. She joined the 
Alabama Retail Associa-
tion after spending nearly 

eight years in a number 
of roles at WSFA 12 News 
in Montgomery, including 
Today in Alabama reporter 
and noon anchor. Melissa 
and her husband, Adam, 
who also hails from Cull-
man, are the proud parents 
of two children.

Tickets for the Lun-
cheon are $15 for Chamber 
members and $20 for future 
members. Seats have been 
filling up quickly this year, 
so contact the Chamber at 
256-734-0454 or info@cull-
manchamber.org to reserve 
yours today.

Thank you to our Pre-
senting Sponsor, Shirley 
Quattlebaum – State Farm 
Insurance, and to our 
March Sponsor, Anytime 
Fitness.

Please note April’s Com-
munity Luncheon will not 
be at the All Steak. It will 
instead be at the Cull-
man Civic Center as the 
lunchtime session of the 
Chamber’s all-day State of 
Our Communities event on 
Friday, April 27.

Chamber unveiling ‘Think Local’ 
campaign at March Community Luncheon

Presenting Sponsor
State Farm Insurance – 

Shirley Quattlebaum

March Sponsor
Anytime Fitness
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Chamber hires Brittney 
Hudson as Director of 

Community Development

T
he Cullman Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Visitor 
Center is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of 

Brittney Hudson as Director of 
Community Development.

This newly created position is 
vital to the growth 
of Cullman County 
and to the success of 
the Chamber’s 5-year 
strategic plan. Key 
objectives Brittney 
will immediately 
begin tackling in-
clude: Addressing the 

area’s housing shortage, foster-
ing downtown connectivity and 
revitalization in Cullman and 
Hanceville, and developing a plan 
to recruit people by promoting 
all of Cullman County as a “live, 
work, play” community. 

The area’s housing shortage will 
take early priority, with Brittney 
set to lead the Chamber’s new 
Housing Taskforce. She will orga-
nize a housing assessment study 
to better identify Cullman Coun-
ty’s housing needs. Once these 
gaps are known, Brittney will 

Tickets for 
Luncheon 
are $15 for 
Chamber 
members 
and $20 
for future 
members. 

Contact the 
Chamber 
at 256-
734-0454 
or info@
cullman-
chamber.
org to 
reserve a 
ticket.

SEE HUDSON, P8

Brittney 
Hudson



2  THE CULLMAN TIMES EYES OF PROGRESS SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2018

cullmantimes.com

T
he Cullman Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Visitor 
Center has waited 75 years 
for the 2018 Annual Meet-

ing & Gala.
Now, it’s only days away.
This year’s milestone event, 

presented by Peoples Bank of Al-
abama, will take place Thursday, 
March 8 at Stone Bridge Farms. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and the 
program starts at 6 p.m., with a 
festive after party to follow.

In conjunction with its theme, 
“Classic Cullman,” the Chamber is 
planning a night full of memories, 
history and celebration honoring 
its past, present and future.

Highlights of the evening 
include:

• The Chad Fisher Band, featur-
ing members of St. Paul & The 
Broken Bones

• The Hall of History, with 
decade-by-decade displays 
highlighting the Chamber’s and 
community’s past 75 years

• An impeccable 1940s-inspired 
meal

• A 75th Anniversary commem-
orative video

• A time capsule
• And more!
The Annual Meeting & Gala 

allows the Chamber to reflect 
on the past year’s achievements 
under Chair Jason Spann, of 
American Proteins, Inc., who 
will pass the gavel to Chair-Elect 

Susan Copeland, of Wallace State 
Community College. Winners of 
the Emma Marie Eddleman Citi-
zenship Award, Small Business of 
the Year, Ambassador of the Year, 
and the Mayor’s Association’s 
Lucille Galin Award will also be 
recognized.

All tables and general admission 
tickets have been sold. For more 
information or to be put on the 
waitlist, contact the Chamber at 
256-734-0454 or info@cullman-
chamber.org.

The 75th Annual Meeting & 
Gala is presented by Peoples 
Bank of Alabama. EvaBank, 
Justin Dyar and Team of Lake 
Homes Realty, and Warren 
Averett, LLC are Corporate 
Sponsors, and James R. Smith 
Trucking is Post Party Spon-
sor.

Chamber’s 75th Annual Meeting & Gala only days away!

Presenting Sponsor
Peoples Bank of Alabama

• Teeth Whitening

• Porcelain Veneers

• Digital X-Ray

• Dentures

• Intra-Oral Cameras

• Partials

• Implant Restorations

• Root Canal Procedures

“We treat you like family.”
311 6th Avenue SE | Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 | cullmandentist.com 
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 5 pm | Friday 8 am - 1 pm

We offer a wide variety of dental services:

SINGLE VISIT DIGITAL CROWNS

DENTAL IMPLANT PLACEMENT

Jonathan Echols
D.M.D., P.C.

Ashley Holladay
D.M.D.

S
hane Quick has 
grown accus-
tomed to booking 
the headliner … 

not actually being one.
For the second 

straight year, however, 
the local entrepreneur 
is flipping the script, re-
turning to the Cullman 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce’s Morning Blend 
to talk all things Rock 
the South and, more 
specifically, the two-day 
country music festival’s 
far-reaching impact on 
the community.

Presented by Karma’s 
Coffee House and spon-
sored by the Pilot Club 
of Cullman, this month’s 
Morning Blend will 
be Wednesday, March 
21 at 8:00 a.m. After a 

one-month hiatus, the 
event is heading back to 
Rumors Deli — though 
please note it will be at 
the local eatery’s brand 
new location at 601 4th 
St. SW near the corner 
of Main Avenue and U.S. 
Highway 278. 

The Chamber staff 
welcomes members and 
visitors to enjoy delicious 
coffee and great discussion 
at our free Morning Blend 
on the third Wednesday 
of each month. For more 
information, contact the 
Chamber at 256-734-0454 
or info@cullmanchamber.
org.

Presenting Sponsor 
Karma’s Coffee House

Monthly Sponsor
Pilot Club of Cullman

Shane Quick returning to Morning Blend to talk Rock the South



T
he Cullman Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce’s upcoming 
Industry Tour is 

going to be off the chain 
… literally. 

That’s because 
Vinemont’s T&S Perfec-
tion Chain Products is 
slated to host this quar-
ter’s tour on Thursday, 
March 22. The event is 
sponsored by Inland 
Buildings and will start 
at 10:00 a.m., though par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to arrive by 9:45 a.m.

Because of the nature 
of these tours, jewelry 
and open-toe shoes are 
likely prohibited. 

Perfection Chain is locat-
ed at 301 Goodwin Road, 
which turns west from 
U.S. Highway 31 North 
about two miles north of 
Alabama Highway 157.

Industry Tours are 
free to attend. Space is 
limited, so registration 
is required. For more in-
formation or to register, 
contact the Chamber at 
256-734-0454 or info@
cullmanchamber.org.

Young professionals gearing 
up for EPIC 1st Quarter event
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256.461.6909

prepare  

your lawn

for Spring NOW!

www.tdi.services

first

application

(up to 10,000 sq. ft.)

A 
lot of folks 
still ask, 
“What is this 
EPIC group?” 

Well, it’s a ton of 
different things. EPIC 
can be a welcome 
wagon for a young 
professional that just 
moved to Cullman 
County. It can be an 

easy way to meet and 
network with other 
young professionals. 
It can be a way to 
learn something you 
maybe didn’t know. 
It can be a way to 
unwind and have a 
little fun.

It can be whatever 
you make it. 

Emerging Profes-
sionals Impacting 
Cullman came out 
of the gate hot in 
2018. We held our 
EPIC Mardi Gras 
Membership Drive at 
Mae’s Food Hall on 
Tuesday, February 
13. We had a bunch of 
fun signing up young 
professionals for 
yearly memberships. 
If you aren’t aware, an 
annual membership 
is the way to go. That 
assures you get in to 
all of EPIC’s premium 
events. If you missed 
the Membership 
Drive, it’s not too late 
to become a member. 
We accept member-

ship applications, 
which can be found on 
the Chamber website, 
all year round. 

EPIC is finalizing 
plans for a big first 
quarter social on 
Thursday, March 29. 
This event will be 
unlike any other we’ve 
ever done. We’re call-
ing it the EPIC Dine-N-
Dash Poker Run. We’ll 
eat appetizers at five 
different downtown 
hotspots (specific sites 
to be announced). 
You’ll receive one 
poker playing card  at 
each joint, and every-
one will play their 
hand when we end the 
night at Mae’s Food 
Hall. Five card stud 
poker rules. Winners 
will receive some awe-
some prizes donated 
from local businesses. 

If you’re interest-

ed in attending this 
event or joining EPIC, 
please contact the 
Cullman Area Cham-
ber of Commerce at 
256-734-0454 or info@
cullmanchamber.
org. Thanks to our 
quarterly sponsor, 
AGCOR Steel, and to 
our EPIC Presenting 
Sponsor, Drinkard 
Development.

Presenting Sponsor 
Drinkard Development

Monthly Sponsor
AGCOR Steel

Perfection Chain Products 
to host quarterly Industry Tour
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T
he Cullman Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
& Visitor Center would 
like to congratulate 

Anytime Fitness as Febru-
ary’s Small Business of the 
Month, sponsored by All 
Steak Restaurant. 

Anytime Fitness, which 
opened its Cullman location 
in 2015, strives to meet and 
surpass the expectations of 

everyone who walks through 
its doors. The facility operates 
24/7/365 and provides mem-
bers access to more than 3,000 
clubs worldwide. Anytime 
is equipped with state-of-
the-art cardio and strength 
machines, as well as free 
weights, and also has a virtu-
al class system available. 

Anytime Cullman’s uniquely 
qualified staff of five aims to 
assist all members, no matter 
their background or fitness 
level. Some of the ways they do 
this are through free fitness 
consultations, training ses-
sions and Saturday boot camps 
held at least once a month and 
every weekend in May. 

“At Anytime Fitness, we 
get to know our members on 
a personal and first-name 
basis,” said local Anytime 
owner Stephen Gannon. “As 
one of our earliest members 

remarked just recently, ‘It’s a 
family, not a gym.’

“One of the greatest satisfac-
tions we receive is recogniz-
ing the tremendous success 
stories of our members. The 

privilege of celebrating these 
victories is the most reward-
ing aspect of our business.”

Anytime Fitness is highly 
involved in the Chamber 
and the community. Gannon 
and Co. regularly attend the 
Chamber’s Community Lun-
cheon, Morning Blend, and 
Biscuit & Business events. Ad-
ditionally, the small business 
has sponsored the Chamber’s 
Leadership class, Chamber 
201 and Morning Blend, and 

is set to sponsor March’s 
Community Luncheon. As for 
the area, Anytime sponsors 
sports programs at each local 
high school and consistently 
provides donations — both 
monetary and merchandise — 
to a number of local charities. 
The fitness club also gives 
to local food pantries, hosts 
blood drives, and sponsors 
CPR classes to educate its 
staff, members and the public.

Each month, a sponsoring 

business helps celebrate and 
acknowledge the Small Busi-
ness of the Month winner. 
If you have a local business 
you would like to nominate 
for their outstanding service, 
please contact Brian Poole at 
bpoole@cullmanchamber.
org. Monthly winners will be 
automatically nominated for 
Small Business of the Year, 
which is presented at the 
Chamber’s Annual Meeting 
& Gala.

Anytime Fitness named February Small Business of the Month

Supporter - 
All Steak Restaurant

March 
Small Business 

of the Month

Winner - 
O.F. Richter & 

Sons, Inc.

Supporter - 
AK Equipment 
Rental & Sales

Anytime Fitness
1845 Patriot Way SW

Cullman, AL 35055
256-841-6500



T
he Cullman Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce’s Youth 
and Adult Leader-

ship classes have been 
busier than ever so far 
in 2018, each enjoying 
a couple of sessions 
around the community 
in January and Febru-
ary. Youth Leadership 
Cullman County’s 2017-
18 Presenting Sponsor 
is R.E. Garrison Truck-
ing, while Leadership 
Cullman County’s is 
American Proteins, 
Inc. 

Youth Leadership’s 
January session was 
Local Government Day. 
The students started 
the morning with a trip 
to the Water Treatment 
Plant, where they met 
Plant Superintendent 
David Freeman and 
toured the facility. From 
there, they headed to 
the Cullman County 
Courthouse for ques-
tion-and-answer ses-
sions with Cullman 
County Commission 
Chairman Kenneth 
Walker and Cullman 
County Probate Judge 
Tammy Brown, as well 
as a mock trial with 
Cullman County Circuit 
Judge Greg Nicholas. 
The class then traveled 
to City Hall for a Q&A 
with Cullman Mayor 
Woody Jacobs before 
closing with a presen-
tation from Cullman 
City Clerk Wesley 
Moore. Breakfast was 
sponsored by Alabama 
Archives, Inc., and 
lunch was sponsored 
by Jackson & Williams, 
Attorneys At Law. 

February’s Youth 
Leadership session was 
Business & Industry 
Day, sponsored by Roy-
al Technologies Corpo-
ration. Students spent 
the morning soaking 
in a presentation from 
the Cullman Economic 
Development Agency’s 
Susan Eller and Ja-
mie Troutman before 
traveling to Walmart 
Distribution Center 
#6006 for a tour from 
Mike Montgomery and 
Jim Yoho. The class 
later walked off lunch 
at Mae’s Food Hall — 
where they heard from 
Premier Production’s 
Noah Carpenter — with 
a beautiful tour of Duck 
River Dam from Tim 
Scott and Susan Eller. 
The last stop of the day 
was Cullman Regional 
Airport, managed by 
Ben Harrison. Lunch 
was sponsored by the 
City of Cullman In-

dustrial Development 
Board. 

Leadership’s January 
session was Local Gov-
ernment Day. The class 
kicked off the morning 
at the Cullman County 
Economic Develop-
ment (CCED) office, 
where they heard 
from Cullman County 
Revenue Commission-
er Barry Willingham, 
Cullman County EMA 
Director Phyllis Little, 
CCED Project Coordi-
nator Ashley Graves, 
and Cullman County 

Mayors Jerry Bartlett 
(Good Hope) and Bill 
Oliver (Holly Pond). 
Up next was City Hall, 
where Cullman City 
Clerk Wesley Moore 
took the spotlight. 
Following a tour of 
Cullman Electric Coop-
erative, the class jetted 
to explore Cullman 
Regional Airport with 
Ben Harrison. Break-
fast was sponsored by 
Citizens Bank & Trust, 
and lunch was spon-
sored by HomTex. 

February’s Leader-

ship Session was Qual-
ity of Life Day. Direc-
tors Sammie Danford 
(United Way of Cull-
man County), Dawn 
Owens (The Link of 
Cullman County) and 
Dusty Baker (Cullman 
County Commission 
on Aging) all spoke at 
the Chamber before 
the class left for a tour 
of the Cullman Well-
ness & Aquatic Center 
with Cullman Parks 

& Recreation Director 
Nathan Anderson. 
After a lunch presenta-
tion from the Cullman 
Association of Realtors’ 
Cindy Dyer and Bever-
ly Hinkle, participants 
visited new Fire Chief 
Brian Bradberry at the 
Cullman Fire Station 
and then received a 
tour of Our Lady of 
Sorrows at the Shrine 
of the Most Blessed Sac-
rament in Hanceville.

SUNDAY, MARCH 4, 2018 EYES ON PROGRESS THE CULLMAN TIMES   5 
cullmantimes.com

Chamber’s Youth, Adult Leadership classes keeping busy in 2018

CULLMAN AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

The Chamber’s 2017-18 Youth Leadership class takes a second for a group picture while touring Duck River during February’s Business & 
Industry Day.



T
here’s hardly been a more 
relevant time to discuss 
workplace harassment, and 
the Cullman Area Chamber 

of Commerce wants to help you be 
more informed 
on the topic. 
HR managers 
and employees 
alike will be 
able to do just 
that at a semi-
nar on Tuesday, 
March 27 from 
8:00-9:00 a.m. in 
the Chamber’s 
Walmart DC 
Room. 

The seminar will be presented 
by Gaynor St. John and teach 
attendees how to spot, inves-
tigate, respond to, report, and 
prevent workplace harassment of 
all types. While only 70 percent 
of employees who experienced 
harassment talked to their super-
visor in 2016, the average number 
of visits to the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission website 
has more than doubled in the last 
four months. 

If your answer to any of the fol-
lowing questions is no, it might be 
worth your while to see what this 
seminar is all about. 

• Do you have effective, far and 
concise policies on harassment trig-
gers, such as social media and tech-
nology in the workplace, religious 
and ethnic stereotypes, gender 
expression and political speech, as 
well as sexual harassment?

• Are your supervisors trained 
to spot potential problems and pro-
mote civility in your workplace?

• Are your employees prepared to 
report harassment?

• Is your company ready for the 
cultural change to a more open 
and aggressive approach to harass-
ment?

Gaynor St. John has been a 
partner at St. John & St. John, LLC 
for more than 25 years and is a 
frequent lecturer on employment 
law issues. 

The seminar is free to attend, but 
registration is required due to lim-
ited seating. Contact the Chamber 
at 256-734-0454 or info@cullman-
chamber.org to reserve your spot 
today.
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Upcoming Chamber seminar to 
shine light on workplace harassment

Registration re-
quired due to 
limited seat-
ing. Contact 
the Chamber 
at 256-734-
0454 or info@
cullmancham-
ber.org to 
reserve your 
spot today.

B
ecoming a 
member at the 
Cullman Area 
Chamber of Com-

merce is just the first 
step. Learning how to 
maximize that member-
ship is the next — and 
the most beneficial!

Local business repre-
sentatives and individuals 
will be able to do just that 
at our upcoming Chamber 
201 class on Wednesday, 

March 28. The event lasts 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. in the 
Chamber’s Walmart DC 
Room, includes free lunch 
from Sweet Peppers Deli 
and covers a vast variety of 
information. 

 Chamber 201 is 
facilitated by Director of 
Member Services Magan 
Bartlett with help from 
the entire Chamber 
staff. The class serves as 
a basic introduction to 
what the Chamber does 
and educates new and old 
members alike on how to 
get the most out of their 
membership. 

Topics include: 
• Member Services
• Events
• Leadership Opportu-

nities
• Communications & 

Marketing 

• Community Develop-
ment 

• Entrepreneurship & 
Education

• Business Develop-
ment & Investor Rela-
tions

• Business & Commu-
nity Advocacy

• Tourism

• Finance & Adminis-
tration

Chamber 201 is free to 
attend, but reservations 
are on a first-come, first-
served basis. Space is 
limited, so contact the 
Chamber at 256-734-0454 
or info@cullmancham-
ber.org to save your spot.

Seats filling up fast for quickly 
approaching Chamber 201 class

Chamber 201 is free, 
but reservations are  
first-come, first-
served. Space is 
limited, so contact 
the Chamber at 256-
734-0454 or info@
cullmanchamber.org 
to save your spot.
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T
he Cullman 
Area Chamber 
of Commerce & 
Visitor Center is 

now accepting nomina-
tions for the 2018 Tour-
ism Awards, which are 
slated for June 14th at 
8:00 a.m. In conjunction 
with the celebration of 
the Alabama Bicenten-
nial, this year’s theme 
is “Cullman People,” 
highlighting the peo-
ple and personalities 
who have helped make 
Cullman County a 
great tourism destina-
tion. The program will 
include breakfast and 
the announcement of the 
winners in the catego-
ries listed below. The 
event will take place 
at Stone Bridge Farms 
located at 281 Co. Rd. 717 
in Cullman. 

Here are this year’s 
categories:

THE BUSINESS AWARDS
These awards rec-

ognize businesses and 
events that differentiate 
themselves by providing 
exceptional service, antic-
ipating customers’ needs 
and consistently exceed-
ing visitors’ expectations.

EXCEPTIONAL FESTIVAL  
OR EVENT AWARD 

Recognizes a festival 

or event that attracts 
visitors as well as lo-
cals, generates regional 
and/or state media at-
tention, and positively 
promotes the Cullman 
area.

BEST ATTRACTION AWARD 
Recognizes a regional 

attraction (including 
museums, performing 
arts, parks, amuse-
ment parks, etc.) which 
attracts visitors and 
contributes to an 
outstanding tourism 
experience.

NEAR NATURE, NEAR   
PERFECT AWARD 

Recognizes a business, 
organization, communi-
ty or outdoor recreation 
area that has developed 
a tourism product/
service that best demon-
strates the ecological, 
cultural or historical 
assets of the region.

SPIRIT OF CULLMAN AWARD 
Recognizes an out-

standing tourism- or 
hospitality-related 
business or organization 
that provides excellent 
service, exemplifies 
innovation and causes 
our region to shine.

ROCKIN’ RETAILER 
Recognizes a retail-

er that provides an 
outstanding shopping 
experience for visitors.

EXTRAORDINARY    
EVERYDAY EATERY

Recognizes a restau-
rant offering an atmo-
sphere that provides an 
outstanding experience 
for visitors.

THE INDIVIDUAL          
SERVICE AWARDS

These awards rec-
ognize hospitality and 
frontline individuals 
who consistently deliv-
er warm, friendly and 
helpful service, exceed 
visitors’ expectations, 
anticipate customers’ 
needs, and have received 
written or verbal feed-
back about their excep-
tional service from their 

colleagues, supervisors 
or their customers.

THE WHITE GLOVE AWARD
Recognizes excep-

tional service from an 
individual hotel house-
keeping staff member.

THE SILVER SPOON 
AWARD

Recognizes consistent 
superior service by a 
restaurant or food ser-
vice employee.

SUPERIOR SERVICE 
AWARD

Recognizes excellent 
customer service by an 
individual who has first 
contact with the public. 
Front desk personnel, 
concierges and all other 
guest service employees 
qualify.

SAVVY RETAIL           
SALES ASSOCIATE 

Recognizes excellent 
customer service from 
a retail sales associate 
who has first contact 
with the public.

HEART OF THE          
HOUSE AWARD 

Honors an outstanding 
individual who works 
behind the scenes to 
keep their institution, 
organization or business 
operating smoothly, cre-
ating a superior experi-
ence for the public.

HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR 

Recognizes any 
hospitality industry 
volunteer (i.e. entertain-
ment venues, museums, 
and festival and event 
volunteers) who has 
made an outstanding 
contribution.

RISING STAR AWARD 
Recognizes an up-and-

coming leader for their 
exceptional efforts to 
serve and enhance the 
experience of the public. 
Those who have been in 
the tourism industry for 
five years or less qualify.

TOURISM PROFESSIONAL 
OF THE YEAR AWARD

Recognizes a person 

who has made a signif-
icant contribution to 
the tourism industry 
through more than five 
years of innovation, 
inspiration and industry 
leadership.

To nominate your 
local favorites, go 
to surveymonkey.
com/r/2018Touris-
mAwards or stop by 
the Chamber to pick up 
a nomination form in 
person. The deadline for 
nominations is Friday, 
May 11.

Table sponsorships 
start at $250 and 
include reserved 
seating for eight in a 
prime location with 
table signage. The 
presenting sponsor 
of the event is The 
Community Shopper’s 
Guide. The Corpo-
rate Sponsor is The 
Cullman Times. Gold, 
silver and bronze ta-
ble sponsorships are 
available. 

If you would like to 
reserve your tickets 
to the 2018 Cullman 
Area Tourism Awards, 
contact 256-734-0454 or 
info@cullmancham-
ber.org. Space is lim-
ited, and seats will be 
filled on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

To nominate your local favorites, go to survey-
monkey.com/r/2018TourismAwards or stop by 
the Chamber to pick up a form in person. The 
deadline for nominations is Friday, May 11.

Nominations sought for 2018 Cullman Area Tourism Awards



then advocate with 
builders and developers 
to help populate our 
market.

“The hiring of a Com-
munity Development 
Director is the last 
piece of the ‘Converg-
ing for Success’ puzzle,” 
said Chamber Presi-
dent & CEO Leah Bolin. 
“Brittney is uniquely 
qualified for this po-
sition. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree from 
Auburn University, as 
well as her master’s 
degree in Community 
Development and Plan-
ning. I am confident 
that Brittney’s knowl-

edge, skill set and ‘can-
do attitude’ will make 
2018 a productive year 
for our community.”

While on the Plains, 

Brittney served as 
a Graduate School 
Senator and member of 
the National Political 
Science Honor Society. 
She’s also worked as 

a Graduate Research 
Assistant, providing 
extensive real estate 
and community de-
velopment analysis 
within the University’s 
Community Planning 
program. Her focus 
on floor area ratio 
analyzed the effects of 
land use regulations on 
property values and the 
rate of development.

Brittney has made 
Cullman County home 
with her husband, 
Courtney, and their two 
daughters, Carleigh (3) 
and Cicily (1). 

Please join us in wel-
coming Brittney and her 
family to the Chamber 
and to the community!
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HUDSON: New hire ready to dive in on 
Community Development initiatives

FROM PAGE 1

T
he Cullman Area 
Chamber of Com-
merce & Visitor 
Center has lifted 

“interim” from Roger 
Steele’s title and made 
him the permanent 
Director of Tourism. 
The move was recently 
approved by the Cham-
ber’s Executive Board 
and reaffirmed by the 
Chamber’s tourism 
board.  

Roger has been hard 
at work since joining the 
Chamber staff in late 
October. Over the last 

four months, 
he’s been re-
sponsible for 
forming a 
Smith Lake 
Advisory 
Committee 
to develop 

a new website promot-
ing the lake, vastly 
increasing exposure 
of the Visit Cullman 
Facebook page, assisting 
in the development of a 
more user-friendly Visit 
Cullman AL mobile 
app, and locking down 
Smith Lake as the site 

of the 2018 Fishers of 
Men Southeast Region 2 
Championship to be held 
in November. 

Currently, Roger’s top 
priority is establishing a 
strategic plan for tourism 
focusing on four key ar-
eas — Smith Lake, sports 
marketing, religious 
tours and agritourism. 

“Roger comes to us 
with almost 20 years of 
sales and marketing ex-
perience,” said Chamber 
President & CEO Leah 
Bolin. “He has a passion 
for Cullman and has 

proven himself to be a 
valuable asset to our 
team and for tourism in 
Cullman County.”

Roger is a Cullman 
High School graduate 
and received his bach-
elor’s and master’s de-
grees from UAB. An ac-
complished writer, he’s 
won multiple awards 
from the Alabama Press 
Association and had ac-
ademic work published 
in The Alabama Review. 
Roger and his wife, Kar-
en, have two children, 
Amelia and Nathan. 

Chamber names Roger Steele 
permanent Director of Tourism

Roger Steele

Thank You Cullman for 20 Years!

1998-2018

$100 OFF
Initial Termite 

Treatment

TargetPestControl.com

Jasper 205.221.2734
Cullman 256.739.5487

Birmingham 205.942.9009

“The hiring of 
a Community 

Development Director 
is the last piece of 
the ‘Converging for 
Success’ puzzle.”

 Leah Bolin
Chamber President & CEO


